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ROBB ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
SHOOTING

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, an-
other mass shooting, another elemen-
tary school; 19 children, ages 7 through
10, gunned down; two adults Kkilled.
They were in our schools—an elemen-
tary school, a place that parents send
their children expecting it to be a safe
zone where they can learn and interact
with other children and be safe from
things like being attacked and shot. An
elementary school we are talking
about, the anguish of the families who
have lost their children or lost their
loved ones.

Children who witnessed this will be
traumatized for life, scarred by what
happened in Texas.

And then last week, we saw in Buf-
falo 10 people gunned down while shop-
ping in a grocery store, very much ra-
cially motivated by a White suprema-
cist. This is happening throughout our
country.

We have had gun violence in Balti-
more. A few years ago, we had gun vio-
lence at Great Oaks School in Mary-
land. We are seeing this happen over
and over and over again.

I and all Marylanders and Americans
are sad. We are angry; we are fearful;
and we are frustrated. Yes, we have to
deal with the mental health issues
here; there is no question about that in
my mind. Let me just point out for my
colleagues that I join with Senator
WYDEN and Senator CRAPO and Senator
THUNE in releasing the draft on the
telehealth recommendations as part of
the mental health work that is being
done by the Senate Finance Com-
mittee. Our Presiding Officer has been
one of the leaders on this issue. We rec-
ognize we have to do more for mental
health.

Our draft discussion documents are
dealing with telehealth. We really
learned during COVID-19 how valuable
telehealth is for access to care. Individ-
uals who could not get to their
healthcare providers were able to do
that through telehealth services. We
also recognize how valuable telehealth
services are in regard to mental health
and behavioral health. It was gaining
access that could have been denied be-
fore. This is all-important that we
move forward on these recommenda-
tions. And we are looking at ways that
we remove obstacles in the way for
people in our community to be able to
get telehealth services, removing some
of the restrictions of the law prior to
COVID-19 to make it easier not only
for public insurance programs but pri-
vate insurance programs to provide for
telehealth.

By the way, as you know, we have
other task forces that are working in
regard to children’s mental health
needs. All of that is important. We
need to move forward on extending the
resources and access to mental health
services so we can identify people in
need, give them the services they need,
and protect our communities.

But we need to do much more than
mental health services in regard to
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protecting Americans from gun vio-
lence. Let me quote from the Balti-
more Sun’s editorial this morning. It is
titled ‘“‘Real Insanity Is Doing Nothing
About Assault Weapons Again.”

The terrible tragedy raises all kinds of
questions from the mental health of the kill-
er, the inadequacy of community-based psy-
chiatric care and the bullying by classmates
that might have contributed to his insta-
bility to the failure of those around him to
recognize this potential threat. But one ele-
ment stands out above so many others: easy
access to assault weapons.

This editorial was clearly done, I
should have mentioned, with the Texas
tragedy that occurred this week.

The United States is an outlier
among the nations of the world. We
stand alone on the number of guns we
have per capita and amount of gun vio-
lence. That is not a category that we
want to lead the world in, and we do.
We have to take action. In 2021 alone,
45,000 Americans lost their life through
gun violence. Of that number, over
20,000 were killed as a result of murder
or homicide—20,000. Over 300 children
lost their lives through gun violence in
2021.

As the Washington Post editorial
noted in yesterday’s editorial, the ele-
mentary school shooting in Texas was
“one of at least 24 acts of gun violence
of K-12 campuses so far this year in
which at least 28 people have been
killed . . . [this] came a day after a
FBI report showing a sharp increase
last year in active-shooter attacks na-
tionwide. In 2020, for the first time,
firearms became the leading cause of
death for American children and teen-
agers, supplanting car accidents.”

We lost our way. We need to do much
more. How many children have to die
before we act? When is enough enough?
Congress needs to take up and pass
commonsense gun safety legislation.

I am going to give a few examples of
legislation I hope we can take up and
consider. First, the Assault Weapons
Ban Act. Ban the sale. We have legisla-
tion, S. 736, that bans the sale, manu-
facture, transfer, and importation of
assault weapons, including military-
style weapons.

The Baltimore Sun also talked about
this. This is the Sunday paper’s edi-
torial:

These are not components one needs in
self-defense, not the essentials required for
target practice [or] local shooting range, not
an asset [that] the average deer hunter
[needs]. They are, however, the common
tools of mass shooters. It’s been estimated
that about one-quarter of such incidents
have involved individuals armed with assault
weapons.

The public does not need assault
weapons for self-defense. They don’t
need it for recreational use. They don’t
need it. These are military-style weap-
ons and should have no place in private
ownership. We should take action in
order to make our communities safer
and our children safer. We should pass
the Bipartisan Background Check Ex-
pansion Act, which would require
checks for all gun sales, including
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those from unlicensed sellers. By the
way, the House has already passed this
action.

And we should pass the Enhanced
Background Check Completion Act.
That is an act that would eliminate the
so-called Charleston loophole that al-
lows for gun sales to go forward if a
check is not completed within 3 days,
which is an unrealistic requirement
that we have.

These are just commonsense gun
safety bills that could be passed. We
should pass the Keep Americans Safe
Act, S. 1108, which would prohibit im-
portation, sale, manufacture, transfer,
or possession of magazines that hold
more than 10 rounds of ammunition.
Why does anyone, for a lawful purpose,
need an ammunition magazine that
holds more than 10 rounds? The mass
killers use it. We shouldn’t make it
easier for them to carry out these
atrocities.

Let me just mention the one option
that should not be on the table, and
that option is to do nothing. How many
children have to die before enough is
enough? Doing nothing about the epi-
demic of guns across this country is
killing our children. We must work to-
gether to translate our grief into col-
lective action. Enough is enough. Let
us act.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

TRIBUTE TO MIKE LIVINGSTON
AND GERTRUDE SVARNY

Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam President, it
is Thursday, and it is the time of the
week that I like to celebrate an amaz-
ing person or people in my State who
are doing something great for Alaska,
great for America, great for the world.
It is someone I like to refer to as our
Alaskan of the Week—or Alaskans of
the Week, plural.

So we are doubling up this week be-
cause we have two Alaskans that we
are going to be commemorating. And I
want to acknowledge it has been a cou-
ple of rough weeks for America—we all
know that—for reasons that are quite
obvious. Some tempers here in the Sen-
ate have been flaring a little bit. So I
wanted to end the week on what is
really an incredible, uplifting story, an
epic story. It is a bit complicated, so
you have to pay attention if you are
wanting to hear about just a remark-
able course of events in Alaska.

And it is a particularly poignant
story as we head into Memorial Day
weekend, a time when we honor those
who have made the ultimate sacrifice.
And I am going to tell, as I mentioned,
a very special Memorial Day story—a
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complicated one, but one for the his-
tory books.

This story has twists and turns, dark
spots, highlights, and literally a Holly-
wood ending, one that involves a hero
who gave his life for America, what we
are celebrating on Monday, but whose
heroism and service was only recently
acknowledged and even only recently
remembered.

So, first, I am going to begin the
story about a young man who made the
ultimate sacrifice for our Nation, an
Alaskan native, an indigenous man
from Unalaska—Private George Fox.

Now, Private George Fox is not our
Alaskan of the Week, but the whole
story that I am going to tell revolves
around Private George Fox, who was
killed in action fighting Nazis in World
War II in Italy in 1944 and, since 1949,
was buried on the island of Unalaska—
that is out on the Aleutian island
chain in Alaska, the islands way out
that go out towards Japan. But he was
buried in an unmarked grave and es-
sentially forgotten—mno record of mili-
tary service, no awards for heroism,
nothing, forgotten by literally almost
everybody but one person, for nearly 80
years.

I am also going to talk about two
very special people who are our Alas-
kans of the Week; that is Mike Living-
ston and Gertrude Svarny, who worked
over the years to make sure that Pri-
vate George Fox’s exceptional service
is finally going to be officially recog-
nized. And that will happen Monday,
on Memorial Day on the island of Un-
alaska in the Aleutian Island chains
back home in Alaska in a ceremony
that will take place on Monday.

So, as you can tell, this is actually a
story of three people: one of them a
young soldier killed in action for our
country in World War II; one of them a
still-living 90-year-old woman, a child-
hood friend of the young soldier, one of
our Alaskans of the Week, Gertrude;
another, a man on a mission, a detec-
tive with a public servant’s heart.

It is a story of the invasion of the
United States by the Japanese. Many
Americans don’t know that Japan in-
vaded parts of Alaska. It is a story of
racism, discrimination, service, honor,
heroism. It is the story of how two peo-
ple worked to keep history alive and to
honor another who was forgotten for
his heroism fighting and dying for our
country.

It is an epic of Alaska—an epic of
Alaska—fitting to be memorialized
here on the U.S. Senate floor, and,
more importantly, memorialized Mon-
day when we honor our veterans and
those who died in the service of our
country.

So, it is a little complicated, but bear
with me. Let me start this remarkable
story in a remarkable place.

This is Unalaska on the Aleutian Is-
land chain. So if you are looking at a
map of Alaska, the Aleutian Islands go
way out west, actually the Aleutian Is-
lands cross the international date line,
way further west than Hawaii. The
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Aleutian Island chain of Unalaska is a
beautiful island about 800 miles south-
west of Anchorage in the Bering Sea. It
is home to walruses and sea lions; tens
of millions of birds migrate through
the area.

Right now, it is the largest fishing
port in the country, and it is home to
an incredible group of patriotic people,
the Unangan native people, living in an
area steeped in fascinating and some-
times very tragic history.

So here is a short version of that his-
tory. First, when Alaska was a colonial
possession of Russia, Russian fur seek-
ers decimated the Aleuts, the native
populations on these islands, through
warfare, disease, even slavery.

Then, 75 years after the TUnited
States purchased Alaska from Russia,
during World War II, Japan actually
bombed Unalaska, June 3 and 4, almost
80 years ago today.

Then the Japanese invaded and occu-
pied nearby islands on Alaska’s Aleu-
tian Island chain. Many Americans
don’t know that history.

The United States—Alaska—was ac-
tually occupied by our enemy, Imperial
Japan. Eventually, American forces
had to drive out the Japanese in a bru-
tal campaign on the Aleutian Islands
area. About 1,500 American service-
members were Kkilled in those battles,
600 missing, and almost 3,500 wounded
in action.

So that is some of the history of Un-
alaska and the Aleutian Islands chain
during World War II.

So, George Fox—at about the same
time the Japanese were literally bomb-
ing his hometown of Unalaska in 1942,
George Fox had volunteered as a patri-
otic young American Alaska Native to
fight for his country and was sent to
the other side of the world—Europe,
North Africa.

Now, we don’t know a lot about Pri-
vate Fox’s service, but because of the
work of Mike Livingston, our other
Alaskan of the Week, who is alive and
doing great, we do have some basic in-
formation.

Here is some of what we know about
Private George Fox. He was born Janu-
ary 20, 1920, in Unalaska—again, the
Aleutian island that we are taking
about on the Aleutian Islands chain.
When he was 22 years old, like so many
patriotic Alaska Natives, he signed up
to serve his country in World War II.

By the way, it should be noted and
cannot be overstated that throughout
history, even though so many Alaska
Natives were discriminated against—
and still are in some ways—Alaska Na-
tives, certainly in Unalaska but all
throughout the whole State, have
served at higher rates in the military
than any other ethnic group in the
country—incredible patriotic service.

So Private George Fox from Un-
alaska goes to war for his country in
World War II. At the same time, his
hometown is being bombed by the Jap-
anese. He was assigned to Company G
in the 179th Infantry Regiment of the
45th Infantry Division. His unit was
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first sent to fight the Axis Powers in
North Africa, then to Italy, where he
landed in Italy on Anzio Beach—a very
famous battle—to fight the Germans in
the famous Battle of Anzio, where
roughly 7,000 Allied servicemembers
were killed in action.

He survived that and fought his way
heroically toward Rome, fighting the
Nazis the whole way. Unfortunately, on
June 1, 1944, a Nazi bomb exploded near
him, and he was killed in action as a
young American serving his country—
killed in Italy.

He 1is the only known Alaska
Unangan from his region to be killed in
action during World War II.

So about 5 years later, after the war,
his remains were removed from Italy
and returned to Unalaska in 1949. We
now know there was a small funeral at
the Russian Orthodox church, where
his ashes were buried next to his mom,
but his grave was unmarked—un-
marked—and it stayed unmarked for
decades.

Now, that is what we know about
Private Fox’s military service, not
much else. Why? Because there was a
fire where all his military records were
in the lower 48, and his service records
were destroyed. So, frankly, his record
in the military was essentially forgot-
ten—forgotten.

Now, I think—you can’t prove this,
but the fact that he was Alaska Na-
tive—that there was probably some dis-
crimination here, like, ‘‘Hey, whatever,
he is Alaska Native. We are not that
worried.”” And so nobody in authority
kept his memory alive, his service
alive. It was all forgotten, that he was
even a soldier.

So his memory and his service and
his heroism—because these are serious
battles in World War II—all faded al-
most completely to nothing, if it
wasn’t for our heroic Alaskans of the
Week that we are recognizing today.

So enter our first Alaskan of the
Week, Mike Livingston, also a Native
Alaskan, Unangan, and he was deter-
mined to remember this vague memory
of this guy he had heard about, Private
George Fox.

Here is a little bit of Mike’s story,
which is another great story.

He was born in Cold Bay, AK, which
is another island in the Aleutian Is-
lands chain. He moved to Unalaska, the
town we are talking about, in 1978, as a
college student to learn the art of
building traditional kayaks from the
Native elders in the community, and he
began to work as a public safety offi-
cer.

From then until 2003, when he re-
tired, he was an emergency medical
technician, a firefighter, a dive rescue
specialist, a police officer, a detective
in various places throughout Alaska,
much of it in Anchorage at the Anchor-
age Police Department, and he is cur-
rently a captain with the Alaska State
Defense Force.

Along the way—now, this guy is real-
ly impressive, what Mike did. He re-
ceived a master’s degree in anthro-
pology and a doctorate in education,
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all of which he uses as a specialist in
his job, also at the Aleutian Pribilof Is-
land Association, and he uses his edu-
cation and skills also as a detective
and fuels his passion for helping people
help solve mysteries, particularly in
his interest of genealogy and family
trees that involve stories that are un-
told mysteries. A tree nut—a family
tree nut—he calls himself, as do his
group of friends who dig deep to solve
puzzles, the kind of which involve peo-
ple, historic places, lapses in historic
knowledge that have faded into his-
tory, which is exactly what happened
to Private George Fox.

Around 2005, Mike Livingston, our
Alaskan of the Week, and his friends
started to take on that mission. What
happened to Private George Fox? They
had heard about him—a fellow Alaska
Native who they knew from stories was
killed in action fighting somewhere in
World War II—but they needed more
information. Where was he buried? No-
body seemed to know. Why was he not
listed as Kkilled in action in service in
World War I1?

In the U.S. military, when a service-
member is killed in action, the sur-
vivors get benefits, and they are enti-
tled to receive full military honors at
funerals.

And in Mike’s culture and in Private
Fox’s culture—the Unangan culture—
when a warrior died protecting their
village, statues were carved, songs
were written and sung. It has always
been a huge honor in the Native cul-
ture to be a fallen warrior, but Private
George Fox got none of this from
America, from his Federal Govern-
ment, and even from the amazing Alas-
ka Native people.

Mike Livingston, the detective with
a servant’s heart, wanted to right this
wrong. He wanted to do it for Private
Fox, for his community, for his people,
for his State, for his country. So he got
to work on this mystery. He began to
dig deeper.

He called every Federal Agency he
could think of to try to get more infor-
mation about this mysterious Alaska
Native whose memory had faded, whose
heroism wasn’t recognized. But Mike
ran into brick wall after brick wall
calling Federal Agencies. He was able
to get a few tidbits, like the basic in-
formation mentioned above, and he
also discovered that George Fox’s re-
mains were returned to Unalaska in
1949, but nothing else—little else.

The mystery of where those remains
were—in a grave, an unmarked grave;
where Private George Fox was buried—
it haunted Mike Livingston.

As he said, ‘““When you compare some
of what occurred during World War II,
or shortly after World War II, people
who were white were highly honored,”’
he recently told a reporter, particu-
larly if they were killed in action dur-
ing the war—but not so for so many
Alaska Natives.

Eventually, Mike heard that another
resident on the island—mow we are
back on Unalaska—had a piece of the
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puzzle, a woman who happened to be
related to Mike through marriage.

Enter our second Alaskan of the
Week, 9l-year-old artist Gertrude
Svarny. Let me spend a few minutes
talking about her incredible patriotic
story.

Gertrude was born in 1930 on Un-
alaska, the island out in the Aleutian
Islands chain, the island bombed by the
Japanese. She was also Alaska Native.

Her family lived next to the Fox fam-
ily. George Fox was about 8 years older
than she was. George and Gertrude’s
older brother were good friends. So
Gertrude remembers George. She said
the whole island loved him. He was
kind, funny, full of life, and obviously
brave.

As I mentioned, in 1942, George Fox
left to go fight World War II for our
great Nation, right at the time George
and Gertrude’s village, Unalaska, was
bombed by the Japanese.

And here is another story most
Americans don’t know about. After
that happened, the U.S. Government
took the Alaska Native people on the
Aleutian Islands chain and put them
into internment camps—not White peo-
ple, only Alaska Native people.

The treatment of these great patri-
otic American citizens in these camps
is a dark spot in American history
that, as I mentioned, not many Ameri-
cans are aware of. Camps were basi-
cally abandoned buildings. The condi-
tions were awful—crowded, unheated,
unsanitary. Many died in the camps as
a result of these horrendous conditions.

Three years later, when the war was
finally over, the people of Unalaska—
the Native people of Unalaska—were
allowed to go home to their commu-
nity after being in these internment
camps, but their homes were ransacked
and burned. Many of their villages on
the island were destroyed, another
dark spot in our country’s history.

Remember, these were our citizens,
our country, and the Native people, if
they weren’t at home, many of them
were fighting overseas in the Pacific
and in Europe, like Private George
Fox.

So Gertrude comes home from the in-
ternment camp. She is at Unalaska
now, and she marries another patriot
named Sam Svarny, her husband, who
was in the Army, originally from Chi-
cago, and he was stationed in Un-
alaska. Another patriot in this story,
Sam served in World War II and later
served in Vietnam.

Gertrude became an artist—a re-
nowned artist in Alaska. She is actu-
ally very famous for her work that she
makes out of traditional materials, and
she is in collections all over the world.

And even though her childhood was
marked by the wrongs inflicted on her
family and her by her own country, she
and her husband have remained fierce-
ly patriotic. Even interment hasn’t dis-
suaded the patriotism of the Alaska
Native people. And one of the ways
Gertrude displayed this patriotism,
which still burns in her to this day—re-
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member, she is 91 years old—was that
every Memorial Day, they put flags on
the grave sites on the island of Un-
alaska to those who served in the mili-
tary.

Gertrude and her husband Sam al-
ways remembered when she was a
young girl the small service that she
had attended, a funeral service in 1949,
of the young, spritely teenager George
Fox, a friend of Gertrude’s who died
fighting the Nazis more than 5,000
miles away from Alaska in Italy.

The service was in the winter, she re-
members. It was very cold. After the
service, the small procession walked in
the frigid winds to the cemetery where
George Fox’s mother was buried.

So, every year, this patriotic Alaska
Native woman, for decades, has quietly
visited the unmarked grave of Private
George Fox to place a flag on this un-
marked grave to remember his service,
and that is the only living memory of
what this young patriotic Alaska Na-
tive soldier did for his country.

When her husband Sam passed away
in 2014, Gertrude continued this tradi-
tion even to this day, as I mentioned,
at 91 years old. What a patriot.

So here is how it all comes together.
When our detective, another Alaskan
of the Week, Mike Livingston, finally
learned that his own relative through
marriage, Gertrude, actually knew
where Private Fox was buried, he got
to work. The mystery was coming to-
gether. He felt like he had enough in-
formation to make the official case to
the U.S. Government to finally get Pri-
vate George Fox, this American hero,
recognized.

He wrote up an affidavit. Gertrude
signed it, stating how she had been
putting a flag on the unmarked grave
site for decades. But still, request after
request was ignored by the U.S. Gov-
ernment.

So what did they do, Mike and Ger-
trude? Well, to all Americans and Alas-
kans watching this, here is what they
did. They called their U.S. Senator.

This was now in 2020, at the height of
COVID. When my office heard about
this, my former head of casework, Ra-
chel Bylsma, got immediately onto the
case. We all said that this is so impor-
tant to make sure Private George Fox
got the honor and recognition he de-
served. So we worked together.

And I am proud to say, he is going to
be getting that recognition. Here is
what is going to happen on Unalaska in
the Aleutian Island chain this Monday,
2022 Memorial Day for America: The
top military officials in my State, so
many members of Private George Fox’s
family, so many members of the com-
munity, myself, and my team are going
to gather in Unalaska, and we are
going to gather to honor a warrior, a
hero, an Unangan Alaskan, an Amer-
ican, on Memorial Day.

Gertrude will be there, and Mike will
be there, our two Alaskans of the
Week. Hundreds of people will be there.
There will be a procession from the
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Russian Orthodox church to the ceme-
tery, and we have now a beautiful 4-
foot-high gravestone to be unveiled.

Taps will float from a bugle. There
will be a 21-gun salute from the 4th
Brigade of the 25th Infantry Division.
And on Memorial Day in Unalaska, in
the Bering Sea, the man who fought
and died in World War II as a hero for
his country in North Africa, in Italy on
Anzio Beach, this American hero who
has been forgotten will be recognized
because of the work of so many but, in
particular, the relentless work of our
Alaskans of the Week Mike Livingston
and Gertrude Svarny.

Private George Fox’s service and sac-
rifice and heroism will finally be recog-
nized on Memorial Day by our Govern-
ment, and we will have a gravestone
befitting of his incredible patriotic
service.

On that gravestone, which I have
seen—it is beautiful—at the bottom
there will be engraved three words.
These words came from George Fox to
his family in his last letter that he
wrote from Anzio Beach in a heroic
battle a world away from Alaska when
he was fighting to save the soul of the
world from tyranny. There are three
words in that letter—that are now on a
gravestone—that meant so much then
and, I would argue, mean so much now
for our country to this very day. The
three words on that headstone are
“Wish all love.” “Wish all love.” The
last words of a patriotic Alaska Native,
sent home from Italy to his family,
who on Memorial Day will finally be
recognized due to the heroic, relentless
hard work of our two Alaskans of the
Week, Mike and Gertrude. Thank you
for all you are doing, all you have done
for your community, for your State,
and for your country.

Thank you to George Fox’s family
and to Private George Fox for his in-
credible service.

I look forward to seeing you all in
Unalaska in a few days. It is going to
be a great ceremony. Congratulations
on being our Alaskans of the Week as
we head into Memorial Day weekend.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
WARNOCK). The Senator from Mary-
land.

APPOINTMENTS AUTHORITY

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that notwith-
standing the upcoming adjournment of
the Senate, the President of the Sen-
ate, the President pro tempore, and the
majority and minority leaders be au-
thorized to make appointments to com-
missions, committees, boards, con-
ferences or interparliamentary con-
ferences authorized by law, by concur-
rent action of the two Houses, or by
order of the Senate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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GAO DATABASE MODERNIZATION
ACT OF 2021

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 347, S. 629.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 629) to amend chapter 8 of title 5,
United States Code, to require Federal agen-
cies to submit to the Comptroller General of
the United States a report on rules that are
revoked, suspended, replaced, amended, or
otherwise made ineffective.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs, with an amendment to
strike all after the enacting clause and
insert in lieu thereof the following:

S. 629

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “GAO Database
Modernization Act of 2021°°.

SEC. 2. RULES NO LONGER IN EFFECT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 801(a)(1) of title 5,
United States Code, is amended by adding at the
end the following:

‘(D) For any rule submitted under subpara-
graph (A), if the Federal agency promulgating
the rule, in whole or in part, revokes, suspends,
replaces, amends, or otherwise makes the rule
ineffective, or the rule is made ineffective for
any other reason, the Federal agency shall sub-
mit to the Comptroller General a report con-
taining—

‘(i) the title of the rule;

“‘(ii) the Federal Register citation for the rule,
if any;

“‘(iii) the date on which rule was submitted to
the Comptroller General, and

“(iv) a description of the provisions of the rule
that are being revoked, suspended, replaced,
amended, or otherwise made ineffective.”.

(b) SUNSET.—Effective on the date that is 6
years after the date of enactment of this Act,
section 801(a)(1) of title 5, United States Code, is
amended by striking subparagraph (D), as
added by subsection (a).

Mr. CARDIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the committee-reported sub-
stitute amendment be agreed to; that
the bill, as amended, be considered
read a third time and passed; and that
the motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment
in the nature of a substitute was
agreed to.

The bill (S. 629), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

———

METROPOLITAN AREAS PROTEC-
TION AND STANDARDIZATION
ACT OF 2021

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 349, S. 1941.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

S2735

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 1941) to direct the Director of the
Office of Management and Budget to stand-
ardize the use of core-based statistical area
designations across Federal programs, to
allow between 120 and 180 days for public
comment on any proposed change to such
designations, and to report on the scientific
basis and estimated impact to Federal pro-
grams for any proposed change to such des-
ignations, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs, with an amendment to
strike all after the enacting clause and
insert in lieu thereof the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Metropolitan
Areas Protection and Standardization Act of
2021 or the “MAPS Act of 2021"".

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) Federal programs use core-based statistical
area delineations to determine the delivery of
Federal services, benefits, and funding to people
in the United States, such as in criteria for eligi-
bility or distribution.

(2) Core-based statistical area delineations
provide a nationally consistent set of standards
for collecting, tabulating, and publishing Fed-
eral statistics for geographic areas, and they are
not intended for any public or private sector
non-statistical uses such as program administra-
tion or service delivery.

(3) Updates to core-based statistical area de-
lineations may cause widespread disruption to
the delivery of Federal services, benefits, and
funding to people in the United States based on
the reliance of Federal programs on these delin-
eations.

(4) There does not exist any comprehensive list
of Federal programs that rely on core-based sta-
tistical area delineations. Such a list is valuable
for the study of how Federal services, benefits,
and funding are distributed to people in the
United States.

(5) Increased transparency on the impacts of
any update to core-based statistical area delin-
eations may be overly burdensome due to the
anticipated variety of Federal programs that
rely on these delineations. Any requirement for
complete disclosure of these impacts prior to im-
plementation of new delineations may uninten-
tionally cause the existing delineations to 0ssify.

(6) In order to prevent any disruption to serv-
ice delivery of Federal programs based on up-
dates to core-based statistical area delineations,
and ensure the independence of Federal statis-
tical policymaking, Congress must sever the link
between future updates to core-based statistical
area delineations and any automatic impact on
Federal programs that rely on these delinea-
tions.

SEC. 3. PURPOSE.

This purpose of this Act is to ensure—

(1) transparency in how core-based statistical
area delineations are used in domestic assist-
ance programs; and

(2) independence of the Office of Management
and Budget in establishing and updating core-
based statistical area delineations.

SEC. 4. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) AGENCY.—The term ‘‘agency’ has the
meaning given the term in section 551 of title 5,
United States Code.

(2) COMPTROLLER  GENERAL.—The  term
“Comptroller General’’ means the Comptroller
General of the United States.

(3) CORE-BASED STATISTICAL AREA.—The term
“‘core-based statistical area’ has the meaning
given the term by the Office of Management and
Budget in the Notice of Decision entitled ‘2020
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